St. Ambrose School

Kindergarten Orientation 2011
**Please keep this paper handy for reference throughout the school year**

Dear Parents,

             Kindergarten is a very important time in the school life of your child and I am proud to be sharing in this experience. I am looking forward to a rewarding and enjoyable year. I will do all that I can to encourage the joys of discovery, to build a positive self-image and foster feelings of mutual respect in our classroom.

          The following is a listing of important school information:

1. Money
Place all money in separate envelopes labeled with Child’s name,
  Grade- Kindergarten, Amount and  Purpose(book club, lunch…)

2.  Supplies

     On the first day of school, your child will need a school uniform, a bookbag and a soft lunch bag. Each must be labeled with the child’s name. The bookbag will carry home a folder each night and possibly two or three other books. It will also store our winter coats.  All other stationary items will be purchased for your child by the school at a cost of $25. Please send this fee to school as soon as possible. A detailed listing of the stationary items will be sent home the first week of school. I like to purchase the same materials for all children so we have no comparison problems. Throughout the year if your child needs additional supplies I will send a note home.

3.  Worksheets

     Look in your child’s folder each day and be sure to praise them for a job well done and offer help when needed. Empty the folder each day. Please do not throw away your child’s work papers in front of your child. They may think their work is not important. Save them and open file them at a later time.
4. Contacting School

     If you have any questions or concerns during the school year, please do not hesitate to contact me, first by note. Please phone the school for emergencies only. If you wish to speak to me by phone, please leave a message with the school secretary as to the reason and I will return your call at my earliest convenience. We will have parent conferences in November. I will also be available at all Parent Council meetings.

5.  Absence from School

    When your child is absent from school call the office (385-2377) before 9:00a.m. to report the absence. You may even call the evening before and leave a message on the answering machine. Our St. Ambrose School secretary will call the home of any child who is not called in sick and does not report to school each day. This is a way of assuring you the safe arrival of your child.

 When your child returns to school after an absence you are required to send a note stating the date of absence and the reason for the absence. After five consecutive days a doctor’s note is required. If a student will miss school for a reason other than illness they must do an oral class report and parents must fill out a form provided by Mrs. Curry before the absence.

6.  Birthdays/ Special Days

     We will celebrate birthdays as close to the real date as possible. Birthdays are the only days cupcakes are to be sent to school for special snack. It is customary to include the principal in any birthday treats. Total treats – 10, on birthdays 12. The first day of school you will receive a special day class listing.

   Please do not send party invitations to school to be handed out unless all children in the class are invited, as uninvited children are understandably affected.

7. Snack

Please provide a nutritious snack for your child each day for AM snack. Some suggestions include: fruit, cheese, crackers, vegetables and yogurt. Please no gummy or candy snacks. Students are permitted to go to the water fountain at snack. Many choose to bring their own drink for snack. A name labeled water bottle in Kindergarten is permitted and encouraged!

    Special snack is served in the afternoon. Drinks are not necessary. All special snacks should be individually packaged.

      We have a daily hot lunch program. Menus will come home in the brown envelopes and all lunches must be pre-ordered. Please mark your home calendar to know when you order lunch. If a child forgets their lunch we will call you and if you are not available we will provide lunch. You would then receive an IOU slip. Students also have an option to order only a lunch drink. The drinks come from Guers Dairy. Drinks must be with the hot lunch order. Order forms will come home in the brown envelopes.

8.  Escorting Your Child To Kindergarten

     Since Kindergarten is located directly inside the main door of school, there is no need to be concerned about your child getting lost during the first days of school. Also, there will be greeters stationed at the main entrance to greet all new students and to escort them to their classrooms. Therefore, we ask that parents say goodbye at the outside door. This also fosters a desirable quality of self-reliance and independence.

   It is recommended Kindergarten students begin riding the bus as soon as possible.

9. Parking and Dismissal

For safety reasons the paved circle in front of the Main Entrance is for buses only. At no time should cars ever be parked in the circle. The right side of the parking lot is for faculty. Parents are asked to please park in the Church parking lot and walk up to the Parish Center to meet your child at dismissal. When coming in Randel Street turn left, not right. There is much bus traffic and space is quite limited. When meeting your child at the Parish Center please use the sidewalk to go to your vehicle. Once your child leaves the Parish Center you are responsible for their safety. There will still be buses entering and exiting the school area, please be alert.

 If you are late we will bring your student to the front of the office to wait. Please make every effort to be on time as tardiness makes children anxious. 

10. Transportation Changes

Please wear a bus tag the first day of school. I do not receive notice of bus riders from the different school districts. Please let me know how your child will be transported to and from school. If there is a change in the regular routine, please notify me by note. Please date and sign the note and remind your child in the morning to give me the note. You may call school to change your child’s regular transportation but if you get the answering machine, please call back to verify we received the message. We are not responsible for messages left on the school answering machine at the end of the day. Remember we have one secretary and our school gets very busy at the end of the day. Please do not come into school at the end of the day to request a transportation change. Please stand by the Parish Center and watch for your child to make sure he/she does not get on their regular bus if they are to be a walker.

11. Volunteers
Congratulations! You are now a member of the St. Ambrose School Family. Because we are a family we work to support each other. If you have time available we would appreciate your help. We will need lunch moms/dads between 12:00 and 12:50PM each day. A note will come home asking for volunteers. Please consider this worthwhile child sharing adventure. I will also be looking for a room mom/dad, a library aid and art aides. I appreciate having helpful parents. Younger siblings are welcome to accompany parent lunch volunteers.

12. Gym

Kindergarten gym day is Tuesday, unless told otherwise. Please wear gym uniforms every Tuesday. Our gym teacher is Mrs. Farr. All other days students are expected to be in uniform. Please refer to the handbook for uniform requirements. I ask that Kindergarten students refrain from jewelry, watches and perfume.

13. Parent Council
I strongly invite you to become members of our St. Ambrose Parent Council. We meet the first Tuesday of every month. The first meeting is September 6th, beginning at 7PM in our Parish Center. Students should not attend unless notified. I will have a brief Kindergarten meeting at 6:30PM on September 6th, in the Kindergarten classroom to discuss any important matters and to reassure you of some classroom happenings. This meeting is only for parents and it is important for at least one parent to attend. Please mark your calendar now.

14. Gift Certificates

Gift certificates may be purchased in our school office any morning before 11AM. This will be strictly enforced this year. Also, we are not responsible for gift certificates once they leave the office. To assure that you receive the correct order, please visit the office before 11AM.

      Thank you for your cooperation. Thank you for choosing St. Ambrose! 

With every good wish for the year ahead,

                                                     Your child’s teacher,

                                                     Mrs. Louise Kadingo

